
An Advent Wreath Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Heavenly Father thank You for the beauty of Your crea9on and the symbolism of the 

Advent wreath.  
A: For the first candle, the candle of Hope.  
L: We remember the saints that have gone before us. May their lives and memories give us Hope in 

our lives and Hope for eternal life with You.  
A: For the second candle, the candle of Peace. 
L: Thank You for those who work for Peace. Empower us by the Holy Spirit to strive for Peace in our 

world, Peace in our rela9onships, and Peace in our hearts. Thank You Jesus for being our Prince 
of Peace.  

A: For the pink candle, the candle of Joy.  
L: May we share Jesus’ Joy to the world.  
A: For the fourth candle, the candle of Love. 
L: May we love You with our whole heart and love our neighbors as ourselves.  
A: For the white candle, the candle of Christ. 
L: Christ was born to live, die, rise, and ascend to save us.  
A:  In the name of Jesus, our newborn King and King who will come again in glory. Amen.  

An Advent Prayer for Exiles 
L: God of exiles, reveal to us the part of ourselves in exile, the part that is wandering and needs to 

come home.  
A: As we experience this Advent, we trust that You will guide us to our true self where You dwell.  
L: God of exiles, hear the cries and groaning of the homeless, the orphaned, the refugees, and the 

imprisoned of the earth.  
A: Keep us closely united to them through our compassion and our acFons.  
L: God of exiles, help us to see more clearly the aspects of our own culture that keep us cap9ve.  
A: Grant us vision, courage, and the strength to stand up for the values of the Gospel.  
L: God of exiles, be the clear voice that calls the church home to truth and jus9ce.  
A: Give our leaders compassionate hearts and open minds so that no one needs to be in exile.  
L: God of exiles, keep calling us home. You know the yearnings of our hearts. You also know how 

easily we can lose our way. May this Advent season be a 9me of coming home to the best of 
who we are. May our personal homecomings influence all the earth. 

A: We walk this day with hopeful hearts, believing that Your jusFce and compassion will bring 
comfort and freedom to all who are in exile. Amen. 

- “May I Have This Dance?” 
- Joyce Rupp 
- © 1992, 2007 

Advent Prayer 
Gracious God, send us Your grace this Advent season so that we can prepare for Your coming. Touch our 
hearts with longing so that we can beZer love and serve You and each other. Fill us with the hope that 
we can be transformed by Your Spirit and so help transform the world. Give us the peace of knowing that 
You came to share our human life and redeem us for the sake of love. We ask these things in the name of 
Jesus whose kingdom we seek. Amen.  

- www.catholicchari9esusa.org 
  



The Grace and the ImpaFence to Wait 
In our secret yearnings we wait for Your coming and in our grinding despair we doubt that You will. And 
in this privileged place we are surrounded by witnesses who yearn more than do we and by those who 
despair more deeply than do we. Look upon Your church and its pastors in this season of hope which 
runs so quickly to fa9gue and this season of yearning which quickly becomes so easily quarrelsome. Give 
us the grace and the impa9ence to wait for Your coming to the boZom of our toes, to the edges of our 
finger 9ps. We do not want our several worlds to end. Come in Your power and come in Your weakness 
in any case and make all things new. Amen.  

“Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth” 
Advent, Page 148 

Walter Brueggemann 

In Violence and Travail 
We give You thanks for the babe born in violence.  
We give You thanks for the miracle of Bethlehem, born into the Jerusalem heritage.  
We do not understand why the innocents must be slaughtered;  
We know that Your kingdom comes in violence and travail.  
Our 9me would be a good 9me for Your kingdom to come, because we have had enough of violence and 
travail. So we wait with eager longing, and with enormous fear, because Your promises do not coincide 
with our favorite injus9ces.  
We pray for the coming of Your kingdom on earth and it is around Your heavenly throne.  
We are people grown weary of wai9ng.  
We dwell in the midst of cynical people, and we have seZled for what we can control. 
We do not know that You hold ini9a9ve for our lives, that Your love planned our salva9on before we saw 
the light of day. And so we wait for Your coming, in Your vulnerable baby in whom all things are made 
new. Amen.  

“Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth” 
Christmas, Page 149 

Walter Brueggemann 

Keeping Herod in Christmas 
Good and gracious Savior, we know that evil creeps into our human experience like a snake in a swamp. 
Lying, betrayal, and violence, are everywhere – outside us and inside us. Sin is in our hearts, for we “all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” May the Savior, Jesus born in Bethlehem under King 
Herod’s rule, be born in our hearts and live in our lives forever. And may we resist evil inside and out, the 
Jesus way. Amen.  

- “Christmas: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly” 
- Rev. Richard B. Wilke 

Keeping the Shepherds in Christmas 
Lord Jesus we thank You that You have a special heart for those who are poor. We are grateful that the 
angels sang first to shepherds in the field on a cold winter night. Help us to kneel before the Savior. Help 
us to remember the poor, the lonely, the outcast. Help us give not only food and shelter, but saving grace 
and fellowship. Amen.  

- “Christmas: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly” 
- Rev. Richard B. Wilke 



Keeping Joseph in Christmas 
O God, thank You for Joseph, for his willingness to listen to You and to respond promptly. Thank You for 
his simple virtues and for his steadfast loyalty. O Lord, help to be people of integrity – at home, in school, 
in business, and in our poli9cal lives. Help us teach our children and other youth the deep spiritual truths 
as they encounter a complex world. Make us open to all people, including those who are different from 
us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

- “Christmas: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly” 
- Rev. Richard B. Wilke 

Prayer #1 about Mary 
Loving God, calling Your friends in new and unexpected ways, choosing Mary from the powerless and 
unno9ced in the world, yet greatly loved and cherished in Your sight, that she should be the mother of 
our Saviour, 
so fill us with Your grace that we too may accept the prompFngs of Your Spirit, and welcome Your 
angel with glad and open arms, ready to be pierced with pain and filled with joy, rejoicing in the cost 
of Your salvaFon, in and through the same Jesus our Messiah. Amen.   

Prayer 704 by Jim CoZer | “The Book of a Thousand Prayers” © 2002 
Angela Ashwin 

Prayer #2 about Mary 
Father of love, through Your most Holy Spirit, Mary the Jewish girl conceived Your Son;  
may His beauty, His humanity, His all-transforming grace be born in us, and may we never despise the 
strange and sFrring gentleness of Your almighty power. Amen.  

Prayer 705 | A New Zealand Prayer Book | “The Book of a Thousand Prayers” © 2002 
Angela Ashwin 

Prayer #3 about Mary 
God we thank You that You made Yourself known to someone without power, wealth or status; 
And we praise You for the courage of Mary, this young woman from Galilee, whose “Yes” to the shame 
and shock of bearing Your Son let loose the unstoppable power of love which changed the world. Amen.  

Prayer 706 | “The Book of a Thousand Prayers” © 2002 
Angela Ashwin 

Prayer #4 about Mary 
We praise You, our Father, for the marvelous news announced to Mary; 
For the grace of life that prepared her for her call; 
For her obedience to Your will and her humanity in accep9ng it; 
For her loving care and pa9ence in fulfilling it.  
Give us such grace and obedience that we may be accounted worthy to bear the good news to our 
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer 707 by Basil Naylor 
“The Book of a Thousand Prayers” © 2002 

Angela Ashwin 

Prayer #5 about Mary 
Lord, we are amazed at Mary's poise and composure through all this. We are awed by her humble 
submission. With the whole Church of Jesus, we honor Mary, the blessed virgin. Father, help me to count 
it an honor to be Your servant, to be asked to serve You in a par9cular way. Help me to serve with joy 
and not with a grudging or complaining antude. Help me to be a servant of whom You can be proud like 
Your child Mary. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 

www.jesuswalk.com/christmas-incarna9on/virgin-mother.htm 



Christmas Tree Prayer 
Holy Creator of trees, bless with Your abundant grace this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy. May its 
evergreen branches be a sign of Your never-fading promises. May its colorful lights and ornaments call us 
to decorate with love our home and our world. May the gips that surround this tree be symbols of the 
gips we have received from the tree of Christ's cross. Holy Christmas tree within our home, may joy and 
peace come and nest in Your branches and in our hearts. Amen.  

- CountryLiving.com 

Christmas Present Opening Prayer #1 
Lord Jesus, Wise men traveled for miles to bring You the first Christmas presents. So may we, too, 
remember with thankful hearts the love that comes with each present we open. We also thank You for 
Your love for each of us, and we thank You for the many gips that You give us. Amen. 

- www.christmas-day.org  

Christmas Present Opening Prayer #2 
Let us for a moment, Lord, hold this 9me in our heart. It is about mysteries and gra9tude, unknowing 
and wrong sizes, snippets of ribbon and screams of delight. Help us to remember the love You have for 
each of us in this room. With each gip that is opened, no maZer how perfect or not, let us feel the many 
ways You gip us each day, especially with Your presence in our hearts and the presence of each other in 
our lives. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

- www.christmas-day.org  

GiXs of Christmas #1 
Dear Father in heaven, thank You for the gip of Christmas – Jesus, Your Son! With the shepherds we too 
bring our gips – our love, our hearts, our hands, our voices, our faith, and our lives to honor Him. Help us 
to share Your love all year long. Amen. 

- All God’s People Sing © 1992 

GiXs of Christmas #2 
In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, s9r up that good news again. This Christmas, make it real in 
our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gip of Jesus, 
our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. Forgive us for forgenng—that Your love never changes, never 
fades, and that You never abandon the purpose for which You came: to save us from our sinful condi9on, 
and to give us life eternal, the joy of rela9onship with a holy God. Your birth—and Your death—sealed 
Your promise to us forever. Amen.  

— Rebecca Barlow Jordan| CountryLiving.com 

Christmas Prayer 
God grant us the light in Christmas, which is faith;  
The warmth of Christmas, which is love;  
The radiance of Christmas, which is purity;  
The righteousness of Christmas, which is jus9ce;  
The belief in Christmas, which is truth;  
The all of Christmas, which is Christ. Amen. 

- Wilda English 

http://www.christmas-day.org
http://www.christmas-day.org


Christmas Prayer  
Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the 
gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door 
of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gip and good desires with every gree9ng. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. May 
the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

- Robert Louis Stevenson  
hZp://blessingsofchristmas.com/christmaspraymeals2.html 

Christmas Prayer for Strength 
Father, we thank You for our family and friends. We are grateful for each and every person in our lives. 
We thank You for the gips of compassion, love, strength and encouragement they have been. Although it 
may have been a painful 9me for some of us, we know that You are always with us. Your promises are 
true. You will never leave us nor forsake us. Thank You for the love that holds us together and for always 
comfor9ng us. Thank You for the gip of Your Son, whose very life reminds us that You are a father of 
compassion. You know of grief in the midst of joy and joy in the midst of suffering. Help us to hold each 
other close and to treasure each other this day and all the days to come. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

A Children’s Rhyming Christmas Prayer 
Gentle Jesus born this day, In a manger filled with hay. 
We Your Christmas children be, Help us now Your love to see. 
Gentle Jesus, come today, Be our shepherd, Lord we pray. 
Gentle Jesus, come this hour Fill us with Your love and power. 
You fell asleep in Mary's arm God kept You safe from all alarm. 
Gentle Jesus, come today Be our Shepherd now we pray. 

- Douglas Raymond Rose  

Christmas Dinner Prayer #1 
Father, we thank You for this day. 
Bless our food, gips and all we say. 
May we each enjoy Your blessings great 
As Jesus' birth we celebrate. 
And may the love that we share here; 
Remain throughout the coming year. Amen. 

- Gertrude B. Byram 

Christmas Dinner Prayer #2 
Round this table, here to pray.  
First, we thank you for the day.  
For our family and our friends.  
Gips of grace that heaven lends.  
Living water, daily bread.  
Countless blessings our God sends.  
Thank you, Jesus, for them all.  
For the great ones and the small.  
When we're happy, when we're sad.  
On the good days and the bad.  
We are grateful, we are glad. Amen. — Mary Fairchild | CountryLiving.com  

http://blessingsofchristmas.com/christmaspraymeals2.html


In a World 

In a world where so many are hungry, may we eat this food with humble hearts;  
In a world where so many are lonely, may we share this friendship with joyful hearts. Amen. 

— Mary Fairchild | CountryLiving.com 

Light of the World 
Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate Your birth, may we begin to see the world in the light of 
understanding You give us. As You chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive the greatest 
news the world had ever known, so may we worship You in meekness of heart. May we also remember 
our brothers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season of giving. Amen.  

— Karen L. Oberst | CountryLiving.com 

Filled at Christmas 
May we be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness 
of the shepherds, the determina9on of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit bless us now and forever. Amen.  

- Adapted from CountryLiving.com 

Praises at Christmas 
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and laughter, we praise You for the great wonders You have 
sent us: for shining star and angel’s song, for infant’s cry in lowly manger. We praise You for the Word 
made flesh in a liZle Child. We behold His glory, and are bathed in its radiance. Be with us as we sing the 
ironies of Christmas, the incomprehensible comprehended, the poetry made hard fact, the helpless Babe 
who cracks the world asunder. We kneel before You shepherds, innkeepers, wise men. Help us to rise 
bigger than we are. Amen. 

— CountryLiving.com  

A Prayer of Peace 

O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 
Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they some9mes seek so 
desperately and which You alone can give to them. Help them to know one another beZer, and to live as 
brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. Reveal to them also Your beauty, holiness, and purity. 
Awaken in their hearts love and gra9tude for Your infinite goodness. Join them all together in Your love. 
And give us Your heavenly peace. Amen. 

— Pope John XXIII 

This Christmas Season 
Dear Lord, don’t let us miss You this Christmas season. Help us to simplify our ac9vi9es and tradi9ons so 
we can focus our celebra9on on Your birth. Thank You for being the Prince of Peace, and we ask You for 
that supernatural peace to reign in our hearts. Thank You for the simple but life-changing message of 
Your love for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

— Adapted from Melanie Chitwood | CountryLiving.com  



A New Year’s Prayer 

God of this New Year, we are walking into mystery. We face the future, not knowing what the days and 
months will bring to us or how we will respond. Be love in us, as we journey. May we welcome all who 
come our way. Deepen our faith to see all of life through Your eyes. Fill us with hope and an abiding trust 
that You dwell in us amidst our joys and sorrows. Thank You for the treasure of our faith life. Thank You 
for the gip of being able to rise each day with the assurance of Your walking through the day with us. 
God of this New Year, we praise You. Amen.  

- “May I Have This Dance?” 
- Joyce Rupp 
- © 1992, 2007 

A New Year’s Prayer for Surprises 
L:  When we miss the beauty and the joy of earth’s goodness, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When we grow too accustomed to life’s busyness, God, surprise us again.  
L:  When the goodness of others gets lost in the rush, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When our frailty outruns our strength, God, surprise us again.  
L:  When the hope in our heart fades away, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When the call to serve others loses its flavor, God, surprise us again.  
L:  When we search for the way home to You, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When loneliness pursues us, God, surprise us again.  
L:  When it seems the darkness will never give way to the light, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When the ache of the world wears our compassion thin, God, surprise us again.  
L:  When the troubles of others seem more than we can carry, God, surprise us again.  
A:  When even You seem far away from us, God, surprise us again. Amen. 

- “May I Have This Dance?” 
- Joyce Rupp 
- © 1992, 2007 

A New Year’s Prayer for Closeness 
L: As we strive to live our lives well, walk closely with us, God. 
A: As we enjoy the treasures we’ve found in the field of faith, walk closely with us, God.  
L: As we con9nue to surrender ourselves to You, walk closely with us, God.  
A: As we journey into the unknown territory of a new year, walk closely with us, God.  
L: As we hurt in the process of loving our enemies, walk closely with us, God.  
A: As we learn to accept our weaknesses and our strengths, walk closely with us, God.  
L: As we open our hearts to the messengers You send to us, walk closely with us, God.  
A: As we stay faithful to our relaFonship with You, walk closely with us, God.  
L: As we give ourselves to the poor and the powerless, walk closely with us, God.  
A: As we keep searching for the truth, walk closely with us, God.  
L: As we try to live in the heart of the Scriptures, walk closely with us, God.  
A: As we accept Your constant love for us, walk closely with us, God. Amen. 

- “May I Have This Dance?” 
- Joyce Rupp 
- © 1992, 2007 

The Wise Men 
O Lord of all wisdom and God of the wise and the foolish, we praise You, for You are the fountain of all 
knowledge and the source of all truth. Save us from stupid folly, but also save us from thinking that we 
know all the answers. Cause us to be humble. Help us to walk in His way. Through Him who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. Amen.  

- “Christmas: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly” 
- Rev. Richard B. Wilke 

Epiphany Prayer 1 



Lord Jesus, may Your light shine our way, as once it guided the steps of the Magi: that we too may be led 
into Your presence and worship You, the Child of Mary, the Word of the Father, the King of na9ons, the 
Saviour of mankind; to Whom be glory forever. Amen.  

- Frank Colquhoun 

Epiphany Prayer 2 
Father, You revealed Your Son to the na9ons by the guidance of a star. Lead us to Your glory in heaven by 
the light of faith. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen 

- The Liturgy of the Hours 

Epiphany Prayer 3 
Holy Father, fling open the shuZers of our souls with Your Holy Spirit so the radiance of Your Scriptures 
may shine into our hearts with the illumina9ng knowledge of Your glory and Christ’s presence. Hear us 
and guide us as we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen! 

Epiphany of Our Lord 
Let us pray. Grateful for the glory revealed today through God made man. Father of light, unchanging 
God, today You reveal to men of faith the resplendent fact of the Word made flesh. Your light is strong, 
Your love is near; Draw us beyond the limits which this world imposes, to the life where Your Spirit 
makes all life complete. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

- New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal 
- churchyear.net/epiphanyprayers.html 

Be Our Daily Star  
God of all heaven and earth, from the breath of Your love, came the crea9on of the world. We are 
amazed at the vast beauty of the night sky and at the in9mate nature of the love You have for us Your 
children. Be our daily star, guiding our lives to search for kingdom love. May we always follow Your light 
of truth in all that we do, forever trus9ng, hoping and believing in Your Word. Lip our eyes tonight to see 
Your eternal life shining brightly, leading us home. Amen.  

www.lords-prayer-words.com/9mes/epiphany_prayer.html 

Blessing of a Home at Epiphany 
Leader:  Peace be to this house. 
All:   And to all who live here. 
Leader:  Bless, O Lord, this household and family, and allow all of us who live in this home to find in it a 
shelter of peace and health. Inspire each of us to develop our individual talents and to contribute 
wisdom and good works for the benefit of the whole family. Make our house a haven for us all, and a 
place of warmth and caring for all our friends who come to visit us. Enlighten us with the brilliance of 
Your Epiphany star, so that, as we go into the world, we might clearly see our way to You and discover 
You in our work and play. This we ask to your glory and in the power of your kingship. 
All: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever, Amen. 

Adapted from churchyear.net/epiphanyprayers

http://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/epiphany_prayer.html

